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Blue collar worker   n.   A worker who does mainly physical labor.  

White collar worker     n.   A worker who does mainly mental labor. 

Blue collar workers are often paid by the hour, while white collar workers usually receive a monthly salary.


Off the cuff.   Adj.   Speech, response, or remarks which are made without advance preparation.

The senator gave some off the cuff remarks about his economic policy.

Cut and dried.  Adj.   Routine.   Settled in advance.   Difficult to change. 

The procedures were cut and dried before we were consulted.

Cut short.  Adj.   Ended prematurely.

The performance was cut short because the storm caused the electric power to go out.

Dawn on v.  come into one’s consciousness.

For a long time, I didn’t understand, but it finally dawned on me that he was asking for help.

(“It dawned on me” is about the same as “I slowly realized”, or “I slowly understood”.

Good deal   1   n.   Advantageous business transaction.

Henry got a good deal on the used car he bought.

Good deal 2   n.   Large amount.

There is a good deal of work which remains to be done.

In drag    Adj.   Said of a man wearing woman’s clothing.

During the show,  some men in drag sang a couple of songs.

Take it easy.  V.    Relax.

When I finish this project, I’m going to take it easy for a few days.

Make ends meet.   V.    Manage economically to match income and expenditures.

I don’t see how they can make ends meet on such a meager income.

