Consonants

Consonants are speech sounds which we make by manipulating the outgoing air flow using our organs of articulation: the lips, teeth, tongue, and palate.  

Some consonants are called stops, or plosives.  This means that the outgoing air is temporarily stopped, then let go suddenly.  You can(t drag out a plosive.  One pop is all you get.  Examples are P, T, K, and G.  

Some are called fricatives.  This means that the air is never stopped completely, but is partially obstructed, so that the friction causes a modification of the sound.  Examples are S,  F, and Sh.  One can prolong a fricative.  Zzzzzzzzzzz.   

Others are called nasals.  In these, the air is redirected.  Instead of coming out through the mouth, all of the air comes out through the nose.  If one closes off  his mouth by closing his lips, the air goes out through his nose and the result is M.  If one closes off  his mouth by putting his tongue on his hard palate, the air column is a little shorter, and the result is N.


Other consonants are called glides.  In these consonants, the organs of articulation change during the pronunciation.  Examples are W, Y, and J.

In addition to the changes brought about by the organs or articulation, consonants may be changed by the addition of phonation, or sound made by vibration of the vocal cords.  S is not phonated.  Z is. Sssssssss. Zzzzzzzzz.  Try it to hear and feel the difference.

Most consonants have a phonated and non-phonated form.  Nasals and glides have only the phonated form.

Phonated

Non-phonated

B


P

D


T

G


K

Z


S

V


F 

This


Thing

Jump


Chick


Measure

She

