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The indefinite pronouns -body, -one, -thing, are often combined with qualifiers to make the compound forms.

some

any

no

every

-body

somebody
anybody
nobody
everybody

-one

someone
anyone

no one

everyone

-thing

something
anything
nothing
everything

All of these pronouns require the use of a singular verb. Although everyone, everybody, and everything really could be translated as each one, or each thing, and therefore singular, they are commonly thought of as plural.  This means we must say, AEveryone is looking.@  Strictly speaking, it means that each individual person is looking, but we still think of everyone as referring to more than one person.

This causes some problems in everyday speech.  A grammatically correct sentence is, AEveryone must bring his notebook.@   English, like most Indo-European languages, uses the masculine form when referring to a group of males and females.  Recently, the idea as been put forward that this practice is sexist, and devalues women.  The grammatically and politically correct way to express this idea would be, AEveryone must bring his or her notebook.@  Since this is a little cumbersome and awkward, many people have tried to avoid the gender designation by saying, AEveryone must bring their notebook.@  This grates on my ears because it is so clearly grammatically incorrect.

I think it is easier to avoid the use of a possessive after everyone and everybody altogether by using a plural subject.  One can say, AAll students must bring their notebooks.@ or, AAll registrants must pay their fees.@  In this way,  we can avoid the problems of number and gender in the possessive pronoun.
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